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Prison Life m Japan

By Mrs. (Paviine Rowraxp, '16) Laxe
him, he went

;

chic Tol- dowa hes
lowed the flights of
bombing of stairs to the
Pearl Harbor full Swhetel

was turned
over toa
guard, who,
after asking
me a few
questions,
placed me in
a cell with
concrete
walls and
ceilings,
; : barred back
perial University to teach an eight o'clock class and front and every inch of me in clear sight of
in communications. Shortly after arrival, | was the guard
directed to report to the President of the University Sitting down on the floor, I tried to think as to
who in turn informed me that war had broken out  what the future held for me and my family. After
between the United States and Japan and that  what seemed ages, the big outer door opened and
“you will not teach until further notice.” Re- the sound of Harold's voice reached my ears, as
turning home I was met by my husband, Harold, he was placed in a nearby cell. It filled me with
who told me that he likewise had been forbidden  comfort and reassurance, and yet at the same time
to teach with a decp concern. Shortly after the jailing of
Father Lane and 1 were having lunch and Harold, our police friend, Mr. X, came with
Harold was at the bank, when the front doorbell blankets and toilet articles which he had brought
rang. At the door there was a group of eleven men, from our home. He whispered that Harold was
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dawned
bright and
cold in Sap-
poro, Japan
After getting
Father Lane
dressed and
settled n his
favorite
chair, 1
hustled to
Hokkaido Im-

Wintertime at Hokkaido Imperial University
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Prison Life in Japan

By Mrs. (Pauline Rowland ) Lane
(ARTORMPAEE A=l m=FF- L—V)

THE DAY that followed the bombing of Pearl Harbor dawned bright and cold in
Sapporo, Japan. After getting Father Lane dressed and settled in his favorite chair,
I hustled to Hokkaido Imperial University to teach an eight o’clock class in
communications.

Shortly after arrival, I was directed to report to the President of the University
who in turn informed me that war had broken out between the United States and
Japan and that “you will not teach until further notice.” Returning home I was met
by my husband, Harold, who told me that he likewise had been forbidden to teach.
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Father Lane and I were having lunch and Harold was at the bank, when the front
doorbell rang.
At the door there was a group of eleven men, only one of whom I recognized as a
member of the foreign department of police and who had proved many times over to
be a friend. Mr. X, as we shall call him, choked up with regretful emotion as he read

the warrant of arrest charging me with suspicion of espionage.
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After the reading of the warrant, I was escorted to Police Headquarters where I
was taken immediately to the Chief of Police who politely requested me to remove
my wrist watch and wedding ring , both of which he put in an envelope, sealed,
marked, and put away in a safe.

Then instructing me to follow him , he went down three flights of stairs to the jail

where I was turned over to a guard , who , after asking me a few questions, placed



me in a cell with concrete walls and ceilings, barred back and front and every inch
of me in clear sight of the guard.

Sitting down on the floor, I tried to thing as to what the future held for me and my
family. After what seemed ages, the big outer door opened and the sound of Harold’s
voice reached my ears, as he was placed in a nearby cell. It filled me with comfort
and reassurance, and yet at the same time with a deep concern. Shortly after the
jailing of Harold, our police friend, Mr. X, came with blankets and toilet articles
which he had brought from our home .H whispered that Harold was in the cell
directly above.
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The following morning, Mr. X told me that Father and the twin children were all
right, but that it had been decided to move him to the hospital, and that by special
arrangements, our twins were to be allowed to stay with their grandfather at the
hospital. Father loved his little granddaughters so very much, and what a comfort
they must have been to him through those last, sad, lonely, and confused days of his
life.

Each gray morning would dawn with a hope in our hears that something would
happen to end the deadening monotony. The order to get up was a welcome sound,
for almost all of us were awake long before the time.

When the guard came to unlock our cells, out we would pop. One from each cell
would get a broom, one a duster, one a pail with water and a cloth, and another
would carry a commode to empty it.

When alone in the cell, the sole occupant would do all these chores and was glad to
have the opportunity to stir around. Several persons would line up at the long, low
sink, where the brushing of teeth and the washing of faces and hands was almost a
holy rite.

One morning while I was walking for exercise in the small space in the front of the
cell, a guard motioned to me to a secluded corner where he opened his lunch basket,
took out two oranges, gave them to me, and instructed me to take a broom and sweep
the floor in front of Harold’s cell and give him an orange. Needless to say, I obeyed
with alacrity.

The next time this guard came on duty, he called me to him and said, “What a fool
I was to tell you to sweep the floor in front of the cell when it’s nothing but a grilled
one. This time, go into his cell and help him clean it.”

Each day, Mr. X would come with some information as to the welfare of the children
and the failing health of Father.
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On December 19 th, Harold and I were transferred to the House of Detention where
the cells gave privacy and were very clean, with straw mats on the floor , two warm
quilts on the bed , a screen in front of the washstand over the commode, a good-sized
barred window, and heavy oak doors with open slats on one side through which the
guard on duty glanced when he made his rounds. Here at the House of Detention,
we had weekly baths and ample food.

The day after I entered the woman’s part of the House of Detention, I was called
to the warden’s office. When I reached the office, he instructed the guard to poke up
the fire and leave the room. He then gave me a cup of tea and talked for half an hour.
This was the first of many visits and my admiration for the warden, and the
gratitude to him for his friendly understanding and sympathy, grew with each
meeting.

One day I asked if he were a Christian. He said, he was not, and asked why I had



asked him. I said, “Because you are what I would consider the highest type of a
Christian gentleman.” He said, “No, I am not a Christian, but I always try to be a
true gentleman as I understand the term, He told me that he would keep us posted
as to Father’s condition and the welfare of the twins. He kept this promise in all the
hard weeks and months to come.

The day, now spent in solitary confinement with an occasional visit from the guard
and warden, were restful in a clean cell, but I missed seeing Harold twice a day, and
I feared that the entreme cold of the unheated cells might bring on an attack of
Harold’s rheumatism. I told the warden of my fears and the next day he informed
me that he had procured some warm comforters from our home, and that Harold

was in good health.

(%]

12 H 19 Bz m)b REFMIRIREEICE SN2, £ ZOMBEILT T A N —R35F
HNTNWT, ETHIFERE 1=, RIZEDL O, X RIZ K OBEND BT, 1k

BOH DA EEEEZ ORNZIE OV T, 7R 0 KREWKEFE, THICEWA—
IMDOBERH 0 . FEO NI L2 5D /N Z 70 il W IER DML D VD Tz,

ZID, BBICOWEFESFAKEIFICE LY EFICHEELETZ, RIREOZ Z
T, BlebidmEoNmE L, b5 B,

FIIRREE O LMEIRIZ A -T2 B H | FrROPEEICETNI, FUFEITELS & HIE
EFFICKENELTCRET D LHICHR L, IZZEALRICEEEZH LT,
HRFME, FE% L7,

INEFRYVICEEZODEESEBER TSR, 29 Z L ICHTRICHT RO ER
D& BOBO) PR L BN ~OBHOKFF BN E 72,

HDH, FUT, H72idF U A RETIT eV E:al, HIEZ 5 TRV EFW,
RERNEDL DR L HBNT=ONEM D 1o, FUTER T2, THR721X, RDEZX D
XU A N EOREOMBIZ/NG T |, HITFE -7, TWa, FAIEF U X & TiEdH
DEFEAN, FAITXFIC, BONEBEITLZ2ZOFTEEBYOEOMEZLAL LT T
WET,

PIIFNT . ROBEHEIRRE & T DIRT-HDED LA X IZOW IR OB H % K
SHRNEINTTHEE TN, WITZDORIH A, F D% OMLAR]. [h Hlcbhiz5
DHWHAZDH, o &5Folz,

MEEMROR 22\ I LN 6E, WEITRBY BT ETEOBMEZTH LI
2o T, WRBREMETEL TS LI o72ni, — BIZ EITEM I a2 L RlZe2n
72720 BBEORVMEOHENR o)L ROV 2 v~F 2530 TiEanind o
7Eote, R AGOLELAFTRICGET &, BH, HIXDOAEL L PHEIZE 5% 0
KOMFPIZANTZZ L L, ~aL FORBEICRIBER WD &2 5T,



jail 5 House of Detention N\

[#57iE]

A 12 H B, KFEiTjail 75 House of Detention (2 S iviz, TV EIH 4% K <
23, KisEERT, ERUTIIALR RSB G ST & A TRLEW W, BBl ST
WD BER~OIUGEIT 0 HHEL T RIAR L TORGH~RHIZA -T2 L BTN,
M EE DR B, jall IZAFT 20BN ERT 2 ETORMBEETH Y . AEEZILED
WGy D& o7 Z LT 72 D 3 FEERIT ARV,

EEh, EBREL LT jaill KOKEBHIZE oL 97, FRRoEH L XFTE OICHE
BT, ZRNHWNEIMEMKEZ L LBT, 095 %, AE LWAEEO ANHERHEL
2ol L9 T, BREFECHE O O I A B A E RSB STV 5,

ABROERICR OV

Fr D & 19444 3 H 12 Ao TAEE g ] iR EELE N> T b, TEh
HAIVRRETE] ORI LT, L—r RED SALRKEIE T OB T2 B) » SRS
WG O FAED BN &V ) LML TT, 202X B I TV D, 1944 F 3 A &
AT, TSRS O R S 7272, BEKELBTIEH VBV TIEH 5.

IO AEE R EGED ATV EETE RN, AlEl, ZOFRIC X - TEH o
FERENHONERY FROAWIZ LI SND Z &l o7,

FHROKEOBFHZIE, 194310 A 15 B L H D05, B AL OM ETE N -2 &
2725, BZOLL AT LRI K LA REBIR - 2 IEN R, RO
DOFEIIAP T, WESLEELOLONEERLRI E /0o TS, HEAOHFKZ W -0
X, J% « FLIRACSE BT O AT X AT, iC b b — 2 REO B MR T x O FEE
ZEQTWD,

On January 19, 1942, we were moved back to the jail, and I was placed in a cell
with several women, while Harold was put in a solitary cell. Nine days after our
return to the jail, we were told that Father was failing rapidly and that by special
permission we were to be allowed to visit him at the hospital.

When I entered his room, Harold was already there, and Father was unconscious.
We were there for six hours and during that time Father died. We made
arrangements with our Congregational pastor for the funeral and upon returning
to the jail, the guard who locked me in the cell took off his hat and said with deep
feeling that he was indeed sorry to hear about Father’s death.

The next day the funeral was held at the Congregational Church and the President
of the University, the Dean, the Head of the English Department, the skillful eye
doctor who had so successfully operated on Father for cataract, and many other
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friends attended the service.

The days following the funeral witnessed the beginning of a period of tiresome and
nerve-racking days. Hours and hours of questioning; being asked the same things
over and over again.

Why such a person had visited us in 1934; what was the topic of our conversation;
why did Harold visit the U. S. Embassy in Tokyo every time he went South; what
did we teach our students; and when did we last go to the air field? Anybody who

has been through such an experience can conceive the mental strain.
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Sleeping in a cell with changing cell mates and having a different quilt each day

which had been slept on by all sorts and conditions of humans, soon made us itchy.
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I feel humbly grateful and thankful for each one of those bothersome little cooties.

We would have gone out of our minds had it not been for them and the hunting
they afforded.

In spite of the special food sent in by friends, I lost fifty-nine pounds. The guards
remained friendly and each morning we had the opportunity of doing radio exercises
led by a primary school teacher, who was in jail because he had been too liberal and
democratic in his teaching. The day he was released, he came by my cell and
whispered “I'm praying for peace and your release. “

Almost all sense of time was lost. Once we heard the shouting when a lantern
parade went by the jail, celebrating the fall of Hongkong. Another night we heard
our students singing to us.

Food began to take a more and more important place in our thoughts. We licked
the dishes clean, even going so far as to run our fingers around the inside of the
bowls and then licking them clean. Except for holidays and Sundays, I was kept
mercifully busy, polishing, upholstering chairs, washing windows, preparing
vegetables for the guards dining room, sewing, patching, filling quilts with cotton,

working in the garden, and grinding buckwheat flour with a hand mill.
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In June of 1942 our twin daughters were selected to be repatriated to the United
States. Before their departure, I was given the opportunity of talking with them for
twenty-five minutes. I sat down with one on each side of me, and told them not to
worry about the trip, and that upon arrival in San Francisco they would be met by
Grandma and their four sisters.

After our too short talk, I gave them some letters Harold and I had written the
night before for relatives and friends in America. As they left the room on the first
lap of their homeward bound trip, the tears I had been holding back flowed
unrestrained.

Four months later, Harold and I were taken to Yokohama to be repatriated to the
States, but a few hours before we were scheduled to board the ship for America the
plans were changed, and we were sent back to the House of Detention where just a
few months previous we had been jailed.

After eleven months in the House of Detention, we were again taken to Yokohama
in September of 1943, given our formal releases, placed aboard the Teia Maru, and

returned home to our beloved country, the United States of America.
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Memory of Own Jap Horrors Fade
For Bay State Twins As Gripsholm

Brings Parents Given Up As Dead
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NO ONE AWAITS THE ARRIVAL of the exchange ship Gripsholm with more
excited joy than two little Auburndale, Mass., twin sisters who eagerly count the
days until Dec.2.when their parents, long given up for dead, are at last coming out

of Japan.Dec.7th marked their disappearance two years
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THEIR STORY dates back to the Winter of 1941 and the afternoon of Dec.7, when
the girls came home from the Japanese public school they attended.
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They have reason to remember Dec.7. First, it was their mothers birthday and they
were planning a happy surprise. Then came the excitement of that morning at a
school, when the teacher announced war had been declared with the United States

and bombs dropped on Pearl Harbor!
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War! What did it mean?
Their teacher accompanied Dorothy and Katharine home to inform their parents
of this terrible news, only to find that the Lanes had gone! Spirited away , no one

knew where!
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All was confusion at home, police searching the house, the servants frightened,
their old and frail grandfather , Mr. Henry Lane. huddled. bewildered, in a corner.

The twins were told they could not return to school, non could they in sniff of tearful.
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Two policemen were detained to watch the house that night, one of them was kind,

a man they knew. Trying to comfort them, he bade the girls-matter a few things
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together, clothing, toys, books. and come with him. No English books were allowed,
but that didn’t matter for the twins couldn’t speak or read English anyway!
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HE TOOK THEM to the hospital annex of a Japanese Catholic convent. At first
they slept in the room with their grandfather. After he became ill, they were moved
to the school wing of the institution, and put in a small bare, unheated room which

looked out through sliding paper doors onto a courtyard.
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None of their many Japanese friends came near to console or help, except their
kind policeman who one day brought the twins some American candy which he

found in the house. and two German teachers from the University.
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Mr. Lane had kept a diary in English during his 20 years life in japan. A simple
account of daily happenings —but it was enough for the police, who must advise the
military.

The military must read this volume and take careful time to have it translated.
This was why according to reports brought back by fellow passengers, that the
parents were not sent over with their little daughters, because the six months
between Pearl Harbor and the sailing date had not permitted the military time

enough for the job!

(%]

L— ViR DA « ~m L R e L= F 20 2072 D HARDAEIED HWEIZ, HEET
HitZEN W, HAx OHRFEAHRICFEE L2 OER, TN7ET TEEIZE 5T
LW 9 SATE T, HBIFERZEREITEH L2 TULR B0,

HIX, 2O HBEEE A NSITHR Z2 23T TRIER L2 T 1T 7 & 7au, A8 Hs O fd R
DFETZHD 6 OWEIT UL, Wi (L— 2 R3F) 1N S RIS L ITITER SN
ooy Z o=, FOHABIZIZIWI Z LIZhHoT2D7,

BHIRERENOHM A ETO6 7 AMTIE, RIZENTZLOMEFEEV K LN
Nol=D T D,

AY=P A D)

[ FRFE])
HEDOFEIX, ZHE TH O TW o 7o, (AR O DO T | D332 Dy E AR,

-22-



HOVIIBHOEERKRMES 2T 00t L0, b LA L— NMZ HREDOFEENME
boTWz &35 & BBREND,

772, BEDORBABREAIEZT AU TROE VAL TH - T, BEREIZITEM, bHBAAL, Fim
IZE > TUIRROHIHTHY . RREAED D ETOHREORER L FiA bl
ZEIEEEV RV, L L, REFEHENOHE L TH, HREAASS FEOEFEOFHLC S
IR X720, SERUCIZ R B le oz, EWH T &IT b,

HECAS, mNEL RIORAISHEZEBR S vy, YA gL 2 il - R sz & b
DD, Tl BEYIRL D720,

—hg— (2 B%57)
We got no direct word until Oct.29, when I received a cable from them from Bombay,

India, saying, Well. Love!
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PREVIOUS to the cable, she had received a phone call from John E. Wecks, ex-
governor of Vermont and a warm friend, who has given untiring efforts through
diplomatic sources in Washington to obtain the Lanes, release, he had news that
they had been released. His labors, supplemented by State Depart

including Ambassador Grew and Cordell Hull. had not been in vain.
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Showing me Hulls personal signature on a letter, she added. Knowing the state
of Japanese prisons, especially a Hokkaido prison, I long since gave up any hope
that they could have survived . It is like the dead come back to life!
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One day the twins saw a coffin being carried out into the dark street. and were
told it was their grandfather being taken away! C******* piteously over his loss,

their worry mounted as to the possible fate of their parents and their own future.
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SUMMER CAME, and on June 2, the kind policeman arrived, to tell them that
they were to be shipped to the United States. but alone! The twins said they
preferred to die near their parents. The United States was but a name to them, a
distant place where lived relatives whom they had never seen, even. their sisters,
sent over earlier. were almost strangers, having left Japan when the twins were

small.
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The policeman took them to the police station where, to their unbelieving eyes, and
unspeakable joy they found their beloved Ka-chan, little mother!
Their joy was short-lived, however, as they were only allowed five minutes with

her and , of course, under police supervision.
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ON THE TRAIN to Yokohama the twins were accompanied by a strange policeman
and the young Eurasian girl. At Yokohama, this policeman abandoned them at a

hotel, giving them no ticket or money. He simply told them to get on the boat.
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People asked them questions, but the children could not understand. Finally the
young daughter of Mrs. C. W. Schroer. of Japan, heard the sobbing of little girls as
she passed down the hall, and reported it to her mother who at ones look them under

her motherly wing.
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The second event was June 17 , the sailing date and their birthday! So the night
before, Mrs. Schroer gave them a little party and a big birthday cake. And never did
anything taste so good. The twins assured me.
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Boarding the Asama-Maru which was to meet the Gripsholm, passengers were
dismayed at another weeks wait outsider the breakwater. The twins were assured
that their parents would appear, but again they suffered 11******¥**¥** which was

to a******* into weeks and months, ill they were to finally abandon all hope.
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